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Abstract

A Study of Social Risk and Revision for the Act
on Long-Term Care Insurance in Germany

82) Hong, Songmin*

Alongside the rapid social and economic development, elderly population is growing 

rapidly in Korea. As of 2014 Korea is a aging society(more than 7% of population 

is 65 or older) and the number of aged people (65 or older) in total is 5.42 million, 

consisting 11.3% of the total population. According to the 2011 data of Statistics 

Korea, the country will become a aged society as the aged population of 65 or 

older will gradually increase and the ratio would exceed 14.0% in 2017. By 2025, 

the ratio will hit 20% and Korea is expected to enter the "post-aged society" group. 

The government introduced the act on long-term care insurance for the aged in 

July 2008. Also through the recent revision was established 5-rate structure, which 

could complement existing system designed on the basis of physical functions 

classification with cognitive functions evaluation. 

Meanwhile in Germany the Social Security Code XI the notion of state in need 

of long-term care and the categories of level is regulated. article 14 defines the 

notion of state in need of long-term care and the following article 15 indicate 

three categories based on the level of need. Regarding this, several criticisms are 

raised as the article makes long-term care decision only based on everyday 

activities put the need of assistance included in the mandatory time of long-term 

care. To solve this problem, the German government revised the Act on Long-Term 

Care in December 2015 and newly defined the notion of state in need of long-term 

care and recognition method(enforcement planned on January 1st, 2017).

This thesis first examine the Social Security Code XI article 14 and article 15. 

Regarding the ‘Merkmal’ regulation for the state in need, this thesis will look 

through specific legal interpretation, and with the problems found, examine the 

implications of recent revisions conducted to address the issues. Finally in the 

* Research Fellow, Ph.D. in law, Korea Legislation Research Institute.



Journal of Legislation Research / 50th Issue

: 

end will aim to get implications for Korean Act on Long-Term Care for the Aged 

in terms of legal consideration.


