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Journal of Legislation Research /49th Issue

Korean Building Safety for Mulit-use Facility and Legal Reforms

Kim, Sung-Bae*

From skyscrapers and schools to hospitals and homes, Korean’s buildings are
the foundations of our communities. When disasters strike, we rely on the structural
integrity of our buildings to keep us safe. Construction in Korea has been heavily
regulated for generations by the collective safety, fire, and building laws of state,
and local governments. The paramount purpose of such regulationl is protection
of the public against the hazardous consequences of deficient design or workmanship
and unsafe construction practices, such as fire, building collapse or unhealthy or
injurious conditions, which all too often have resulted in personal injury or property
damage during or after construction. There were several disasters which might
be prevented. All levels of government have sought to protect the public against
construction hazards by imposing upon the construction industry a mosaic of related
laws and regulations (Dlicensing of design professionals, (2) licensing of construction
professionals and some members of the building trades, 3regulation of on-site
construction practices, @regulation of workers’ compensation insurance programs,
and Oregulation of design and construction standards through building code
requirements and their permitting processes that assure that major structures are
designed only by licensed professionals, built only by licensed contractors and
construction professionals, designed pursuant to minimum design standards and
constructed in conformance with those standards. There are three major Construction
laws in Korea. first, the Korean framework act on building was enacted to contribute
to people leading a healthy life and to enhancing the welfare thereof through the
promotion of architectural culture by determining responsibilities concerning
architecture of the State, local governments and people and by prescribing the
establishment, implementation, etc. of architectural policies. Second, the Korean

Building Act was enacted to improve the safety, functions, environment, and aesthetic

* Professor, Kookmin University
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Abstract

view of buildings, and to promote public welfare by establishing the standards
for and purposes of use of sites, structures, and facilities of buildings. Third, the
Korean Certified Architecteds Act’s purpose is to promote the qualitative improvement
of buildings and spatial environment and to contribute to the development of
architectural culture by stipulating the matters relating to the qualification and duties

of an architect.

Key Words : Building safety, Construction law, construction safety,
Building code, Construction Framework Act
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