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Abstract

Deregulation of Pharmaceutical Industry and 
Health Functional Foods

Sun, Jeong-Won*
38)

Korean Assembly made The Health Functional Food Code, and eased the 

prohibitive or inhibitory regulations about foods which have health function. The 

Assembly intended, by this Code, to provide consumers exact information about 

health functional foods, and to promote health-related industry. 

The Code admitted health claim label to health functional foods, and demanded 

only their record, not their permit, about standardized foods prior to their 

marketing. The Code did not demand no qualification or no license about sellers 

or distributors.    

After all the Code’s intention, korean lawmakers, including the minister of 

health and welfare, must not forgive their responsibility to protect consumers’ 

health from these foods. The Code, by its amendment, must assure the consumer’s 

safety through imposing manufacturers and distributors duty to report side effect. 

Imported health foods, which contain the same materials as our health 

functional ingredients, are only foods, and they are under no obligation to  report 

them as health functional foods by domestic law. In this regulatory situation, 

distributors do not be obligated to observe the Code, and consumers can not 

acquire exact information about enhanced risk of imported health foods. Korean 

Assembly, by the amendment of the Code, must obligate importers to report their 

foods to health functional foods.   
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