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A Study on Determination of a Main body Infringing Copyright 
for a Indirect Partaker in Japan

Jung, Tae-Ho*94)

In Japanese Copyright Law, various court cases and principles of law for 

determination of a main body infringing copyright for a indirect partaker have 

appeared. Particularly, “Karaoke principle of law” has been set up after “Club 

Cats Eyes” case appeared in Japanese court. Following that principle, extention 

of interpretation, criticism and new opinions for that Karaoke principle of law 

appeared. According to that various opinions, arguments for the main subject of 

this paper became to be active. Particularly, there have been conflicts between 

legislation theory in which this related problems can solved by making new 

regulations about indirect infringement and opinions in which this related 

problems can be solved sufficiently by the established regulations of copyright 

law. 

This paper studied on the above contents by reviewing Japanese court cases 

and the related theories concretely and simultaneously with that, I reviewed in 

detail relations between indirect partaker and determination of a main body 

infringing copyright, trends for determination of a main body infringing copyright 

and various types of indirect participations for infringement of copyright and 

applications of copyright law to that related cases in this paper.
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