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Abstract

I . Background and objectives

[ ] Background

O Until now, although environmental issues are important enough to
be considered along with industrial development, they have only
been perceived as peripheral issues that need to be endured.
However, the international society is focusing on these environ-
mental issues distancing itself from excessive economic growth and
is particularly establishing international cooperative system in order

to respond to climate changes.

O June 1992, during United Nations Environmental Development
Conference that was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, a regulation responding
to climate changes, was signed. Up to the 18th Climate Change
Conference, discussions have been continued in response to climate

changes.

O In order to correspond to these Framework Conventions on Climate
Change, each country is adjusting legislation that suits its purpose.
Although the United States has shown tepid reaction in terms of
legislative response to climate changes, starting from 2005 changes

of legislation related to energy, it has joined the international



movement by enacting “Energy Policy Act”, “Energy Independence
and Security Act”, and “Clean Air Act”. currently “American
Clean Energy and Security Act” is also being deliberated in the

Senate.

O Germany enacted and is enforcing “Renewable Energy Act” and
“Greenhouse Gas Emission Allowance Trading Act” and Japan
enacted and is enforcing “Law Concerning the Promotion of the

Measures to Cope with Global Warming” that is similar to our

“Low-carbon Green Growth Act”.

O Joining the effort currently made by the international society
corresponding to climate changes, we enacted and are enforcing
the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” to cooperate with the

international society and ultimately to respond to climate changes.

O The “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” is evidently based on the
present request, there have been several problems in terms of its
legislative process and contents. Furthermore, evaluation concerning

this law is needed, for it has been 3 years since its enforcement.
[] Purpose

O This research aims to draw evaluation and problems by analyzing
the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” and establish it as the basic

law responding to climate changes by making improvements.

O Specifically, it aims to review the progress on the Framework

Convention on Climate Change, an international regulation towards



climate changes, and green growth legislations of major foreign
countries; and to review the issues brought upon in the process of
legislating the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” and its problems
after its enforcement. In particular, it takes aim at providing
measures for the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” to function as
the basic law concerning the response to climate changes and
measures for the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” to be an
effective law in connection with other law such as “Sustainable

Growth Act” and “Energy Act”.

II. Main Contents

[ ] The Progress of the Framework Conventions on Climate Change

O The Framework Conventions on Climate Change is meaningful in
establishing the first international convention on corresponding to
climate changes. Nonetheless, it is argued that the contents are too
basic and it only has an advisory effect. The 3rd Climate Change
Conference thereby adopted Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change that elaborates the

Framework Conventions on Climate Change.

O The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change set a binding reduction target of greenhouse
gas emission that aims to reduce greenhouse gas emission from
2008 to 2012 as much as 5.2% compared to 1990. The Kyoto
Protocol also established greenhouse gas emission reduction measures

based on the Kyoto mechanism by introducing cap and trade.



O The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, however, has limitation since it ends in 2012.
Thus, discussions on Post-2012 had began thereby adopting Valley
Road Map in the 13th Climate Change Conference, Copenhagen
Agreement in the 15th, Cancun Agreement in the 16th, Durban
Platform in the 17th, and Doha Climate Gateway in the 18th, etc
and finally agreeing to extend the Kyoto Protocol to the United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

[ ] Major foreign countries’ Green Growth Legislation

O Despite the fact that the United States recorded number one in
greenhouse gas emission, it had shown tepid attitude towards the
legislative response to climate changes. In 2005, however, starting
from changing energy related legislation, it is currently enforcing
the “Energy Policy Act”, the “Energy Independence and Security
Act”, and the “Clean Air Act.” The United States has also set a
specific reduction target of greenhouse gas emission and ‘“American
Clean Energy and Security Act” containing contents regarding
renewable energy supply and introduction of trade and cap is

currently under deliberation in the Senate.

O Germany is enforcing “Renewable Energy Act”. Replacing the
existing fossil fuel, the use of renewable energy can contribute to
the reduction of greenhouse gas emission. Germany is also

enforcing “Greenhouse Gas Emission Allowance Trading Act”

O Japan is enforcing the “Law Concerning the Promotion of the

Measures to Cope with Global Warming”. This law, similar to our



“Low-carbon Green Growth Act”, is a basic law corresponding to
the climate changes and contains emission reduction policy, report
on emission, and the country's official announcement regulation to
guarantee 6% reduction according to the Kyoto Protocol to the

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

[ ] Problems and solutions of the “Low-carbon Green Growth

Act”

O Influenced by the Framework Convention on Climate Change, the
“Low-carbon Green Growth Act” was enacted. This Act is
significant in the sense that it provides measures in response to
climate changes that harmonizes both growth and environment. It
is also in the position of basic law concerning other regulations

related to green growth.

O Apart from other basic law, the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act”
incorporates policy and legislation regarding every green-growth-
related field. The contents in this Act thereby are required to be

adjusted.

O Furthermore, in the current law system, the “Low-carbon Green
Growth Act” incorporates the “Sustainable Development Act”.
Thus, the concepts in both Acts need to be compared and
reviewed, and domestic law system regarding the response to
climate changes needs to be established that paves the way for the

“Low-carbon Green Growth Act”.



O Previous “Energy Basic Law” and its contents were modified as
the “Energy Act” along with the enactment of the “Low-carbon
Green Growth Act”. Nonetheless, there has been questions whether
it is appropriate to regulate energy policy within the boundary of
the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act”. This research thereby

analyzes the relation of the two and provides direction.

O Current Green Growth system is adjusted by the Green Growth
Committee and each administrative departments. However, as this
dual system has a limitation, this research reviewed measures to

guarantee the sustainability of the Green Growth policy.

O This research also provides the definition of greenhouse gas,
relation between Green Growth and Comprehensive Plan for
Nuclear Energy Promotion, and solutions of the problems, such as
limitation of government-driven Green Growth, that arise from the

individual regulation.

IlI. Expected Effect

[ ] This research can establish reasonable and organized legal
grounds in response to the climate changes by analyzing the
problems of the current “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” and
suggesting solutions, and cooperate with the international

society.

[ ] Through the analysis of the trend and legislation of the

international society, this research can complement active law



and regulation and can be used as significant reference when
instituting government policy related to the response to climate

changes.

This research can contribute to provide measures for Current
“Low-carbon Green Growth Act” to be considered an effective
legislation by reviewing the problems raised from its enactment
process and after its enforcement, and arrange domestic legal

system related to the response to climate changes.

This research can realize low-carbon society by presenting the
future course for the “Low-carbon Green Growth Act” and
contribute to the domestic economic growth and the quality of

life of the citizens.

Key Words : Low-carbon Green Growth, Sustainable Development,
Low-carbon Green Growth Act, Sustainable Develop-

ment Act, Energy Act, Green Growth Committee
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